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Happiness is sharing a bowl of cherries and a book of poetry with a shade tree. He doesn't eat
much and doesn't read much, but listens well and is a most gracious host.
Astrid Alauda
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ONTARIO HERITAGE TREE ALLIANCE
By Fran Moscall

Consder seven genaationsin thefuture. Abarigina eldersteach ustha whaever magjor decisonswe
make, we mug do so keeping in mind thewell-being of our offspring seven generationshence. The
Ontario Heritage Tree Alliance (OHTA) isworking to ensure that our urban forests are protected now
so that future generationscan enjoy wha will become thar heritagetrees.

Wha explicit provindal and municipd protectionis currently afforded heritagetreesin Ontario? None
so far. Building onthework of individuds and groups the OHTA is developing atoolkit for use by
local communitiesto identify trees they deem to be worthy of heritagedesignaion. Amongtheitems
tha will bein thetoolkit are nominaion and evaluation forms; modd tree protection bylaw templates;
examples of tree hunts; examples of heritagetreestha have been designaed and the meansof doing so
withoutofficial protection; resource materials and personnd; tree profiles etc.

We have adopied thefollowing definition: O\ heritagetree is an outstanding specimen because of its
size, form, shgpe, age, colour, rarity, genetic conditution or other distinctive community landmark; a
specimen associated with an historic person, place, event or period; representative of a crop grown by
ancestors and thar successorsthat is at risk of disappearing from cultivation; a specimen recognized by
members of acommunity as deserving heritage recognition O(Courtesy of Paul Aird, Professor
Emeritus, Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto)

Toolkit components will betested in three sites namely, Simcoe County, Eloraand Thunde Bay.
Progress reports on the status of thetoolkit can befoundat www.oufc.org . Completion dae for the
toolkit will be January 31% 2006

Phase 1 will indudethelaunch of thetoolkit. Another component is the development of a database for
storage andretrieval of heritage treesOdesignaionsand tree protection bylaws. Othe dissemindion
strategies will be developed as well.



Wha is uniqueaboutthis venture is the collaboration between heritage groupsand thos involved in
urban forest protection. Because the Ministry of Culture Ontario saw theimportance of this union of
interests it accorded the OHTA agrant for Phase | of the project beginningin Januay 2005 The
OHTA is sponsred by the Ontario Urban Forest Counal and Community Heritage Ontario.

Individuds or groupsinterested in offering suggestionsfor todkit components, strategies for
disseminaion, trees for nomnaion etc. can contact OHTA by emailing
jradec@MountPleasantGroupcom.

NEW YORK CITY’S TREE PROJECT
By Dina Acks Benanti, Reprinted from Newsday Inc., June 2, 2005
www.newsday.com

Thecity islooking to breathe new life into its naghbomhoods Starting this month, thecity's
Department of Parks and Recreation will start recruiting volunteers who will plant treesin selected
areas to hdp lower therate of asthma cases. Thedepartment's Trees for Public Hedlth Initiative is
targeting the Rockaways because it has the highest rate of asthma in Queens according to
hogitalization records

Theinitiativeis modded after a program in Hunts Point, which doubkd the number of trees from 1998
to 2002and hd ped bring down its high asthma-related hoitalization rates. "Thetrees act as a buffer
to filter outair pollution," said Maricruz Badia, the public health outreach coordinaor for the New

Y ork City Depatment of Parks and Recreation. "They lower temperature and conserve energy.”

Thetraining sessonswill indudelearning howto identify and maintain trees, and how to recognize
planting oppotunities. In thefall, the collected data will bereviewed and atree planting strategy
developdl.

TeensfromtheLighthous Corporation, ayouth groupin Far Rockaway, will take part in the program.
"It will empower theteens" said Pastor Ledie Oliver, senior vice president of Y outh Development &
Initiatives. "It isaway to breed qudity of life and become active in a flourishing community,” adding,
"scholastically, it is an oppotunity for theteenagers to keep accurate recordsof thetrees."

Oneareain each boroughwith high asthma rates and low tree dengty will be paticipaingin the
program. They are East Harlem (Manhdtan), the Rockaways (Queens), Morrisania (Bronx), East New
York (Brooklyn) and Stapleton (Staten Island). To volunteer as an individud or group, contact Liza
Rosen, Trees for Public Health coordinaor at 516 790-59680r visit www.nyc.govireescount.

WATER YOUR TREES PLEASE!

By Janet McKay, LEAF

Hot, dry weather is putiing millionsof Ontario® urban trees at risk. We may notnotice, as these
majestic giants do thar best to remain stoic. Often by thetime the effects of droughtbecome
noticeableit istoo late.

Trees hdp ussurvive sweltering summer temperatures. Who hasn®soughtthe protection of a shade
tree to avoid the blistering sun? Tho<e of uslucky enoughto have trees near our dwellingsknow the
importance of the shadethey cast. Mature trees allow usto turn down theair conditioning when we
hear appedlsto conerve energy.



But it@ notjug shadethat trees provide  Onelarge tree can discharge up to 375litres of water per day.
This hgppensas theroots draw water from the soil, up throughthetree and to each leaf surface.
Evaporation from the leaves causes a cooling effect in thesurrounding air. Trees need a condant
supply of water to keep this process going. Without it they become stressed and are vulnerable to
attacks from pests and disease.

Water mature trees with a soaker-hos or use aregular garden hose with no sprinkler attachment.
Allow thewater to trickle dowly fromthehos for approximately 1 houronce aweek. Movethehos
aroundperiodically to ensure thewhde area unde thetree's canopy gets watered. For newly planted
trees (3 years ago or less) shorter, more frequent watering is better. Runthehos onasdow trickle for
approximately 20 minutes or provide 3 large budkets of water 2 or 3 times per week.

Be mindful of water conservation. Early morning or evening watering times are best. Use alow flow
to ensure tha water soaks into the soil rather than running off onto driveways, sidewalks or streets.

For more tree care information, contact LEAF at www.leaftoronto.org or 4164139244

DENDRO DEVOTION
By Marc Willoughby, M.L.Arch., O.A.L.A., ISA Certified Arborist

Match the common name of thefollowing trees with on of itstraditiond folk names. Answers at end
of the newdletter

Common name

1) pav-paw

2) pin cherry

3) Nootkafalse cypress
4) hackberry

5) trembling aspen

6) sassafras

7) striped maple

8) eastern hop-harnbeam
9) black cherry

10) northern catalpa

Folk Name

a) stinking cedar

b) moosawood

c) leverwood

d) pigeon or hay chery
e) woman@tongue
f) bastard elm

g) cabinet cherry

h) ciga tree

]) mitten tree

k) false banana



WHAT DO TREESHAVE TO DO WITH PEACE? By Denise Roy

Thirty years ago, in the county of Kenya 90% of theforest had been choppeal down. Withouttreesto
hold thetopil in place, theland became like a desert. When the women and girls would goin search
of firewoodin order to prepare the meals, they would have to spend hous and hours looking for wha
few branchesremained. A woman named Wangai watched all of this hgppening. Shedecided tha
there mug beaway to take better care of theland and take better care of thewomen and girls. Read
thefull article onthis 2004Nobd Peace Prize Laureate at www.philia.calcms_en/pagel214cfm

THE LARGE TREE ARGUMENT: THE CASE FOR LARGE-STATURE TREESVS. SMALL-
STATURE TREES

Largetrees give more shade cleaner air, and better storm water management than small trees do.
However, cities are inareasingly planting small-stature trees to reduae short-term cods. Thisresource
provides a meansto hdp convince community members and city officials to bring large-stature trees
back. Itisavailableto download in abooklet or fact sheet format.
www.urbanforestrysouth.org/canned SearchAd=HotTopic.200407-01.0330

STRUCTURAL SOILS: A NEW MEDIUM TO ALLOW URBAN TREESTO GROW IN
PAVEMENT

Pavement istypically laid on highly compacted, well-draining soil to minimize its need for
replacement, yet this directly oppos thetype of soil needed for tree roots to grow propely. J.
Grabosy, N. Bassuk, and P. Trowbridgehave developed a structural soil designed to bear loadswhile
simultaneoudy beng porousenoughto alow air, nutrients, and water to circulate to tree roats. Ther
report is available to download at www.adla.org/latis/pdf/Structural_ sils _updaed081202pdf

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 6™ CANADIAN URBAN FOREST CONFERENCE

Downloadable PDFs of papers presented at the most recent Canadian Urban Forest Conference, (Fire,
Storms, and Pests: Crisisin our Urban ForestQ can befoundon the Tree CanadaFounddion website.
Also available are the conference program and a history of the conference. Visit www.tcf-
fca.calcufcb/proceedinggproceedingshtm

KEEPING EMERALD ASH BORER OUR OF PENNSYLVANIA

In Penng/lvania, surveys have been conduded since 2003to aid in early detection of theemerald ash
borer and so far the pests have not been found. Read thefull article at
http://papm.cas.psu.edu/NewsRel eases/eab.html

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Tree Maintenance Event in Scarborough, Wednesday August 10,4 - 8 pm

Join the LEAF team for an evening of handson maintenance at oneof our planting sitesin
Scarborough(near Lawrence and Birchmouni). Volunteers are needed to hdp maintain this ste where
ove 500 naive trees and shrubshave been planted along Taylor-Massey Creek. Learn tree caretips
you can use in yourown yard! For more information or to register, contact Steven at LEAF - 416413-
92440r goudrey@leaftoronto.org




CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer training for the CNE “Hug a Tree” Booth, Metro Hall, Toronto, Room 310
Wednesday August 10, 6:30 - 8:30 pm

Thistwo-hourtraining session will qudify you to volunteer at the CNE and hdp spread the word about
theimportance of trees. Volunteerssignupfor shifts at theend of thetraining. The CNE runsfrom
Augug 19to Septembe 5. Get afree pass to thegroundson theday you volunteer. For more
information contact Wendy at LEAF - 416-413-9244 or wstrickland @l eaftoronto.org

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Trees Count Inventory Volunteers, Hamilton, Summer 2005

Environment Hamilton will be conduding two new Trees Countinventoriesin the Delta West and
North End communities of Hamilton. Theinventories will provide ussful information on the state of
our trees by collecting 30 pieces of information on each tree, both city and privately owned. TheTrees
Countteam is hoping to enlist the hdp of about30-40 volunteers for each community to hdp survey at
least 1000trees over thesummer. No experience is necessary; al trainingis done'onthe

job'. Once aweek, all volunteers will receive an emailed schedule of available tree counting times.

Y ou may attend as many, or as few, sessionsas you wish throughout thesummer. For more
information contact TreesCountat (905)549-09000r visit
www.environmenthamilton.org/treescountindex.htm

NATURALIZING YOUR PROPERTY WITH WATER-EFFICIENT PLANTS SEMINARS
Wednesday, August 3, Seasons Drive Baseball Diamond, Scarborough, 7 — 8:30pm
Wednesday, August 10, High Park, #24 Picnic Area, Toronto, 7 - 8:30pm

The City of Toronto presents Marjory Mason, hog of radio show @ et@ Get GrowingQin a series of
outdoorseminars on low-maintenance landcaping to reduce water use. Seminarsrunrain or shine-
look for the seminar tent. Registration by phoneisrequired. Please call 1-866-9497797to register.

PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP

Tuesday, August 9, North Toronto Memorial Community Centre, 200 Eglinton Ave W, 6 - 8 pm
Join the North Toronto Green Community expert gardener Andrew Roy as hetakes you onan
adventure of learning how to identify plants. Thefocuswill be on naive plants andthe plantsin the
Community Garden behind the Community Centre. $5. To register, please contact garden@ntgc.ca or
call 416781-7663

TREE IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP

Saturday, August 27, High Park, Toronto, 10am — 1pm

Join the Toronto Bay Initiative in a beginner’s tree identification workshop at High Park. No
experience is necessary. Learn how to use a key to identify native trees, shrubs and wildflowers
and then hike through High Park for hands-on opportunities to practice your new skills. $10.
For more information visit www.torontobay.net or call 416-598-2277.

CLEAN AND BEAUTIFUL CITY APPRECIATION AWARDS

Applications due September 12, Spm

These awardsidentify and celebrate outstanding contributionsto the Clean and Beautiful City initiative
made by city residents, community groupsand busnesses. Applicants mug meet eligibility
requirements and demongrate howther activity or project improved the cleanliness and/or beauty of
thecity. Application packagesand full details for award criteria are available at
www.toronto.ca/cleanandbeautiful




PROFESSIONALS & AMATEURS PNUTURING THE URBAN FOREST

Thursday October 20, 2005, Black Creek Pioneer Village, 1000 Murray Ross Parkway, Toronto.
8am — Spm

Join the Ontario Urban Forest Counadl for this full day of ingiring stories from professionds and
community activists from across the province. Vist www.oufc.org/events for deails.

For more events visit www.plangfriendly.net

Answersto Dendro Devotion:
1k 2)d 3)a 4)f 5e 6)j 7)b 8)c 9)g 10h

Theopinionsexpressed in this newdetter are thos of theauthors and do not necessarily reflect those
of the UFN Committee or LEAF.

Please send us your submissions for future newsletters — articles, announcements, news, courses and
events welcome! info@leaftoronto.org




